
Eric Casaburi is always building something, whether it’s 
a multi-million dollar fitness franchise, a frozen yogurt 
franchise, a gorgeous new home in Colts Neck or one of many 

other projects, he is on the move.
 At the tender age of 40, Casaburi is the founder and CEO of 
Retro Fitness, a chain of fitness facilities that has re-defined the 
business models for gyms and now boasts over 100 clubs in 14 states 
with another 150-plus in development. The company has had four 
consecutive placements on Entrepreneur magazine’s “Franchise 500” 
annual ranking and had been recognized as one of the “Top Fastest 
Growing Franchises” and the “Top New Franchises” by the same 
publication. All this since starting in 2006. 
 Casaburi dreams big, but is quick to tell you, “Never let your 
dreams limit you. When they come true, they will always be bigger, 
better and more wonderful than you could have ever imagined.”
 When he opened his first gym in 1998, he entered into a booming 
economy and gyms were more like overpriced social clubs than fitness 
centers.  Casaburi chose another path. His gym offered all the great 
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Colts Neck is just over 30 square miles of some of the most 
scenic acreage in the nation. The picturesque community of just over 10,000 
has some pretty impressive sons and daughters too.  Here are just a few...

equipment and classes at a price that everyone could afford. The big 
guys thought this was silly, and within a few months, the recession 
hit and high-priced gym memberships were some of the first items 
cut from budgets. Many of those clients tried Retro Fitness and found 
that you can have everything you want, at a fair price and that was the 
spark of the growth that has been on fire ever since. Club after club 
opened up and instead of raising prices, Casaburi gave members more 
and more and he still does to this day. He is excited when he can tell 
members about a new surprise benefit coming their way.
 He believes, “You have to treat people well and fairly. You have 
to let people know they are important to you, whether it’s their 
business, their friendship or their customer loyalty.”
 This desire to know that everyone in his world was happy led 
him to an appearance on CBS’s popular show, “Undercover Boss.” 
Casaburi was such a natural on camera, who knows if it will be his 
last TV appearance, but as he says, don’t ever be surprised by how 
big the fulfillment of your dreams can get.  
 Casaburi’s family moved to Marlboro from Staten Island when 
he was in the fourth grade, so he is a Monmouth County son. He 
had built a beautiful home in Manalapan, when he and his wife 
Kimberley and his four children decided to move to Colts Neck.  In 
typical style, Casaburi built a dream office near Trump Golf Club — 
an office headquarters he says was “bigger and more wonderful than 
I could have imagined.”
 The young entrepreneur is a man who is meeting his future 
every minute, but like the name of his fitness empire proclaims, 
he’s got a lot of retro in his soul.  Casaburi believes in old-fashioned 
values and principles, in giving more than is expected and in 
core family beliefs.  Even the landscaping of his new home shows 
his traditional roots. He spent hundreds of thousands of dollars 
bringing in large old trees and mature plants to give his new home a 
“fabric of the neighborhood” look.
 Eric Casaburi has a lot of new things on the way, including a 
book and several other projects, including launching Nutritions with 
his company Fierce Nutritionals, and working on a TV show that is 
in the making now.   
 His advice to other entrepreneurs is, “Success leaves clues, 
you’ve just got to follow them.  It all starts with loving what you do. 
You’ve got to be excited to go to work, to make a difference and be 
willing to accept great success, when it comes your way.” 

by Lori Draz
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If you’d like to learn more or suggest someone for a future profile, please contact Lori Draz, author and editor 
of Currents Magazine by calling (732) 735-5441 or email loridraz@gmail.com.
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Barry Habib, CEO of MBS Highway, is a 
real American success story.  His family 
immigrated to Brooklyn when he was a boy.  

Barry grew up poor. His father passed at an early 
age and his mother supported Barry and his brother 
and sister by working in the sewing  factories of 
Brooklyn. Like the colonists who bravely looked 
across the seas for a better life, Barry set his sights 
across the river, to the Jersey side, to build a life that 
is bigger than he ever dreamed possible.  
 The story, like so many, started small — 
literally in the trunk of his car, where he sold 
stereo equipment. Inspired by the fact that, in this 
country, the willingness to work hard could get you 
places, he decided to set a more secure direction by 
selling mortgages. But who would buy a mortgage 
from a newbie in the business? Not too many. So 
Barry went door to door, and within a year, he had 
grown an impressive business.  The story continues 
through partnerships, successes and losses, and 
more successes, and more reinventions, but the 
central theme remains…hard work, fearlessness, 

conviction, kindness and resilience can make the impossible a reality.
 Habib has made the most of every opportunity. When he got a chance to be 
a guest on CNBC, he grew that appearance into his own show that ran on CNBC 
for 13 years and appearances that continue today on CNBC and FOX.  He has 
been a popular professional speaker on the financial markets for the past 20 
years. 
 When Habib embraced his love of music, he didn’t just listen, he went 
on to become the lead producer and managing partner of Broadway’s 29th 
longest-running show, “Rock of Ages.” The movie version of the play? Yes, he 
was involved in that too;  he even appears as the record producer in the film. He 
has his own rock band and there’s much more in the works. He created his life, 
which includes his wife Toni and their children, twins Dan and Nicole and Jake 
and Jared, and his company MBS Highway — a company and platform that help 
people interpret and forecast activity in the mortgage rate and bond markets.
 Underneath it all, it is his humanity that impresses you most, along with 
a boyish enthusiasm and an insistence that everyone needs at least one good 
laugh a day.  He is a kind and generous man, never telling a story without giving 
credit to those who showed him opportunities and loyalty.  His staff, many 
approaching their second decades of working with him, wouldn’t be anywhere 
else. 
 “Spoil your employees, spoil the customers and good things will always 
happen to you,” Habib says.
 There is happiness in office, in his TV appearances, on his Broadway stage, 
in his heart and in his future. Habib has overcome many obstacles, using them 
as tests of his own courage and fortitude and he wants everyone to know that 
they can too.  “No matter what happens, don’t give up — even when it gets hard 
or scary.  Keep working and be good to others and good things will always come 
back to you. If I could define happiness in one word, it would be progress, no 
matter how large or small, as long as you’re moving forward you feel so much 
better.” 
 Habib chose to make Colts Neck his home because it offers everything a 
boy for Brooklyn ever dreamed possible. An inspiring landscape, an integrated 
community of successful business people and multi-generational residents, easy 
access to the city and the space to enjoy it all.
 “I love it here,” he enthuses. “I’m always on the go, but I always love coming 
home.”

BARRY HABIB
Living the American Dream



STACY LYNN COSTA
Leader Among Leaders

Stacy Lynn Costa, Founder and CEO of School Answers Franchise Company, 
is a petite powerhouse with a smile that never leaves her face and a light in 
her eyes that you could live by.  Not only is she enthusiastic, empowering, 

and motivating, she has more degrees than some of us have years of experience.  
She is good friend to many, is beyond humble, yet be around her for five minutes 
and you will be energized for the rest of the day. She is the epitome of class.
 Throughout two decades in public education, Stacy chose to be a leader.  It 
wasn’t something that was handed to her.  She worked very hard to be the person 
she is today and maintains a work ethic that sets herself apart from the rest. 
During her professional and personal life, she has risen and fallen, and risen 
again. She sets high goals and achieves them with a steely determination. 
 It’s difficult to maintain a healthy balance, especially when you have a 
dream that seems out of reach. For Stacy it was almost like jumping off a bridge 
and building a plane on the way down.  But that’s what entrepreneurs do.  Her 
intrinsic belief system and a thought pattern coupled with a vast knowledge of 
regular education, special education and gifted education have given her the 
wings to fly. 
 Stacy began her career as a special education teacher, where she developed 
the foundation she has today. She advanced from teacher to administrator, 
moving up to the district level where she got to work with a larger group of 
teachers and have a more far-reaching impact on the education community. 
She quickly moved up the ranks and held a position, which allowed her to 
have a presence in over 200   schools in 3 counties throughout the state of New 
Jersey. Programs and services varied from direct instruction, virtual instruction, 
related services such as occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy 
and counseling. She implemented them, observed them, evaluated them and 
researched them. Now, all of those services are currently available privately as 
supplemental services through School Answers, previously unavailable in any 
education franchise in the nation.
 In late 2013, Stacy launched School Answers Academic Success Center 
to fill a void that she felt existed, namely a single location for multiple, high-
quality education services priced affordably for parents and children. The first 
corporate location, School Answers Colts Neck Campus, opened and has been 
thriving; having recently added a 1000 sq. ft. School Answers is approved by the 
Department of Education and distincts itself by offering a practical solution for 
everyday issues.  Students K-12 come by daily for a focused place to complete 
homework and get any extra help they need by NJ certified teachers for a flat 
monthly fee. Special attention is given to study strategies, organization and 
time management skills. School Answers also has a student diagnostic division 
where parents can have their children tested for giftedness, learning disabilities, 
and to create a learning portfolio to help understand their child’s learning 
style, potential and current academic levels.  The happy purple and lime green 
colors set a cheerful atmosphere where students benefit from direct academic 
instruction, diagnostic testing, all related services (occupational therapy, physical 
therapy, speech and language therapy, counseling and social skills training).  
School Answers even has a café and fitness center with commercial grade fitness 
equipment for kids.  
 Stacy built School Answers because she knew it was the right thing for 
students and parents. She believes in the mission and the goodness of the 
company - and that good goes to good. School Answers is more of a movement 
of sorts.  It’s designed to make kids smarter. Smarter kids help our future 
and make our world a better place. Stacy has built partnerships with major 
companies, with the goal is to create a smarter tomorrow. 
 The motto WHERE SMART KIDS GET SMARTER! is working and School 
Answers is one of the fastest growing academic programs, with more franchise 
locations for development in NJ in 2015.
 She loves the community of Colts Neck and the way families support and 
work together to build a stronger tomorrow.
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Suzanne Macnow is one of Colts Neck’s proudest residents. Perhaps it’s 
because she, her husband of 19 years and her teenage daughters have lived 
here for over dozen years.  Or maybe it’s because her husband just happens 

to be Russell Macnow, current Colts Neck mayor. Either way, this dynamic lady 
loves everything about her life in the open space of Colts Neck.
 But Macnow is much more than the current first lady of Colts Neck. She is 
the first vice president of CBRE Inc., a prestigious global full-service real estate 
services company. She works as a broker, advising office building tenants on 
their occupancy needs related to relocation, expansion, consolidation, sublease, 
acquisition and disposal of their office space. She represents and consults with 
owners to analyze their assets and create marketing strategies to lease or sell 
their buildings.
 Macnow is the connection and deal maker of some of the largest property 
transactions in our region; she is responsible for the sale of the Asbury Park 
Press building in Neptune and the sale of the old Lucent facility on Red Hill 
Road in Middletown to Sloan Kettering. And she loves what she does.
 “I enjoy working on my office buildings and redevelopment projects. I’m 
about to begin a project in Oceanport with an owner who has a large amount 
of office space coming back in 2015,” she reveals.  “The assignment will be 
challenging and rewarding and one where I can get creative. Recently, I began 
working on Mack-Cali’s office building portfolio on the Jersey City waterfront 
where they have plans to renovate. Jersey City is super cool, but the Jersey Shore 
(and Colts Neck) is my home.”  
 Macnow credits part of her success to a naturally competitive nature. “I 
love a good challenge. I’m super competitive. I love watching professional 
soccer and tennis and pushing myself. I also love to try new things and step 
outside of my comfort zone. I have failed many times, but I always learn from 
my mistakes. Life is about moving forward and not looking back.  The same 
actions get the same outcomes…different actions get different outcomes. Don’t 
be afraid to try something new,” she advises.
 ”The key is to always surround yourself with successful and interesting 
people and strive to be the best you can be,” she adds. “I believe in being honest, 
having integrity, working hard and having goals. Do something you love - when 
you do, success will come.”
 When Macnow has some spare time she enjoys spending it with her family 
and friends. She’s a tri-athlete and loves traveling.  When she’s not on the road, 
her fave local spots are “a toss-up” between Delicious Orchards, Dunkin Donuts 
and The Colts Neck Inn (“the best chicken parm!”). 
 Macnow moved to Monmouth County from northern New Jersey when 
she was school age and attended Manalapan High School. She bought a 
two-family house in Freehold Borough shortly after graduating college and 
converted it to a single-family home when she got married. The couple lived in 
the Boro for several years and outgrew the home after starting a family. 
 “My husband grew up in Marlboro and then Colts Neck and we both 
wanted to stay in the area,” she says. “We purchased land in town 12 years ago 
and built a house. Colts Neck has it all – beautiful farms and rural grandeur, 
yet it’s close to family, shopping, restaurants and highways. Colts Neck is a 
wonderful place to live and raise a family,” she emphasizes,” adding she’s not 
just saying that because her husband is an esteemed member of the township 
government. “The people in Colts Neck are great – it’s a family-oriented town 
where everyone supports each other. We have made great friends and we’re 
proud to be Colts Neck residents.”

SUZANNE MACNOW
Making the Big Moves
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Every day, billions of dollars come under Ed 
Moldaver’s scrutiny. As the managing director 
in the Wealth and Investment Management 

division of Barclays, Ed has managed the wealth 
of ultra-high net worth individuals and families, 
and specifically targets entrepreneurs. No small 
accomplishment for a boy who came to the U.S. from 
Kiev, USSR (now in the Ukraine) when he was 12 years 
old, not speaking a word of English. For Ed, learning 
the new language and the new country was just the 
first accomplishment of a lifetime full of successes. 
 In a career spanning 25 years, Ed has appeared 
on Barron’s Top Financial Advisors list many times, 
including being ranked as the #1 Financial Advisor in 
New Jersey 2012 and in Top 100 nationally. He is the 
author of Logical Investing, which was endorsed by 

Larry Kudlow and is available at Barnes & Noble, and Amazon. (get your copy at amazon.
com/Logical-Investing-Ed-Moldaver-ebook) He and his wife, Eve, enjoy raising their three 
children, Jenna, Danny and Nick. 
 Moldaver spent much of his career at Bear Stearns in its Private Client Services Group. 
He became a senior managing director in one year, one of the youngest of the group’s staff 
to earn the title. He then founded the Moldaver Chrebet Group, a wealth management and 
financial planning team, which is now operated at Barclays who he joined in August 2012. 
(The Chrebet half of the team is none other than Wayne Chrebet, 11 year NY Jets veteran, 
who will be added to the NY Jets ‘ring of honor” this December.) His list of professional 
achievements includes being a Certified Portfolio Manager® (CPM®) and he sits on the 
Board of Directors of the Academy of Certified Portfolio Managers® (ACPM®), run by 
Columbia University.
 Moldaver has achieved all this success and more by living by his philosophy: “Surround 
yourself with great people. Work hard. Don’t take short cuts. Always keep learning.” 
 He also believes in giving back. “Always find time to do something for others, even if 
there is no direct benefit to you. Your acts of kindness tend to come back many fold down 
the road, sometimes even years later.” 
 Among his community involvement projects, Moldaver is proud to have worked 
diligently to find Michael Karwan, the autistic Marlboro teenager who went missing last 
year. “Eve mentioned that an autistic boy had been missing for a week, just one town over. 
I knew we needed get involved and I tracked down his father. I was the treasurer and 
served on the Board of Directors of The Alliance of the Guardian Angels. A massive social 
media campaign through the schools took off and soon The Angels, including Curtis Sliwa, 
were helping in the successful search for Michael. We made it the most-read story on the 
Associated Press after having his dad on the Curtis Sliwa show and through social media. 
The happy ending is that Michael was found in Cleveland, Ohio, on Thanksgiving Day.”
 When he’s not working he loves family time and getting together with good friends 
over drinks and cigars. His favorite restaurants are Osteria on Route 79 and his very own 
kitchen. The Moldaver family enjoys sports and Ed was a volunteer youth football coach 
and works out with weights. He also relaxes by doing analysis on his Bloomberg terminal.
 Like a good investment, Moldaver’s formula for success is to stay focused.“I personally 
don’t like taking on many endeavors. I take on a few and try to excel at them. That takes a 
lot of time and dedication. I usually go all in, or not at all.
 “I also say, ‘Don’t mistake thine odor for perfume. I call things like I see them, and 
people get a lot farther when they truthfully focus on facts.”
 Ed Moldaver is proud of his life and his work at Barclays as well as being a resident of 
Colts Neck, which he considers one of most beautiful spots in the state. 

Barclays offers wealth management products and services through Barclays Capital Inc., a member of FINRA/SIPC.

ED MOLDAVER
Straight Forward Success 
 Pictured is Edward Moldaver and his daughter Jenna with the Junior Guardian Angels
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